
 

  

      

 

         

  

      

   

      

   

  

      

       

    

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

Date: 11.19.2021 

COVERSHEET: EXPLANATION OF CITATION AND/OR TERMINOLOGY CHANGES IN THIS POLICY 

DOCUMENT 

This policy document remains wholly in effect, but some or all of the regulatory citations within it have 

changed. These changes do not alter the existing regulatory interpretations. 

As part of the 2016 Hazardous Waste Generator Improvements Rule, many of the regulations that apply 

to hazardous waste generators were moved to, or reorganized within, title 40 of the Code of Federal 

Regulations (CFR) part 262. To view a crosswalk between the old and new citations, please visit the 

Hazardous Waste Generator Regulations Crosswalk webpage. 

The Hazardous Waste Generator Improvements Rule also made changes to terms that may be included 

in this document. The most common term change was replacing “conditionally exempt small quantity 

generators” (CESQGs) with “very small quantity generators” (VSQGs). In addition, EPA defined the term 

“central accumulation area” (CAA) to mean a generator’s 90- or 180-day accumulation area for 

hazardous waste. 

Jessica Young 

Chief of the Recycling and Generator Branch 

Office of Resource Conservation and Recovery 

https://www.epa.gov/hwgenerators/final-rule-hazardous-waste-generator-improvements
https://www.epa.gov/hwgenerators/hazardous-waste-generator-regulations-crosswalk


  

 

 

 

 

 
 

9453.1990(03) 

RCRA/SUPERFUND HOTLINE MONTHLY SUMMARY 

OCTOBER 1990 

1. Clarification of Section 262.34(a) Accumulation Time for Excess of 
55-Gallon Limit in Satellite Accumulation Areas 

The owner/operator of a manufacturing company maintains a generator 
     satellite accumulation area pursuant to Section 262.34(c). The operator  
     has exceeded the 53-gallon accumulation limit and according to Section 

262.34(c)(2), has three days to remove this waste from the satellite 
     area and manage it either in a 90-day storage area as a large quantity  

generator in compliance with Section 262.34(a), manage the waste at an 
on-site permitted unit, or ship the waste off-site. Does the 90-day 

     accumulation time for large quantity generators in Section 262.34(a) 
begin at the time the 55-gallon limit is exceeded or after the 
three-day transition period in Section 262.34(c)? 
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1. Clarification of Section 262.34(a) Accumulation Time for Excess of 
55-Gallon Limit in Satellite Accumulation Areas (Cont'd) 

     The owner/operator has up to a 93-day accumulation time for the excess 
waste generated at the satellite accumulation area (90-day clock in 
Section 262.34(a), plus up to three days for waste transfer). The March 

     24, 1986 Federal Register, which clarifies small quantity generator  
provisions, states "...as soon as the 55-gallon limit has been exceeded 
in any satellite area, any excess waste is subject to all applicable 

     RCRA requirements within three days.  This means that the 180/270 day 
     on site accumulation provision for 100-1000 kg/mo. generators applies 
     to any excess waste three days after the 55-gallon limit has been 
     exceeded." (51 FR 10162).  If the generator chose to remove the waste 

from the satellite area before the three-day transfer provision 
     expired, he would subject the waste to the 90-day clock provisions.   
     For example, if the above operator chose to move his excess waste from 

the satellite area after just one day, the 90-day accumulation time in 
Section 262.34 would begin as the waste entered the 90-day accumulation 
area, not after three days. The generator has chosen not to utilize 
the other two days that were available for transfer. 

Source: Emily Roth, OSW (202) 382-4627 
Research: Mic LeBel, GRC 
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